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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 18th, 
at the Central Public Library, William Street, Woolwich, S.E.18. 
The following programme has been arranged; the Meeting 
should appeal to members, and promises to be both interesting and 
enjoyable. 
3.0 p.m. Meet at Woolwich Arsenal Station (South of River). 
Convenient trains :— 


Charing Cross. London Bridge. Woolwich Arsenal. 
2.30 2.43 2.59 
(Change at London 
Bridge.) 
Cannon Street. London Bridge Woolwich Arsenal. 
2.40 2.43 2.59 


Trams to Abbey Wood, Nos. 36, 38 and 40 (Alight Beresford 
Square for Woolwich Arsenal Station). 
*Buses 53 and 53a. 
Cross the Thames by the L.C.C. Free Ferry. Circumstances permitting a visit 
will be made to the S.S. ‘* Belgenland ” in King George V. Dock, 
North Woolwich. 
4.30 p.m. Visit the North Woolwich Branch Library, also the L.C.C. Victoria 
Gardens and the new open air Swimming Bath. Return through the 
Tunnel under the river. 
[Notge.—Those who find it more convenient to do so, should take train 
to North Woolwich Station where they will be met by the party about 
3.50 p.m. Train: Fenchurch Street, 2,35 p.m.; North Woolwich, 
3.2 p.m. ] 
5.30 p.m. Visit the Central Library, Woolwich, where Tea will be served by 
invitation of Mr. and Mrs. P. C. Bursill. 
Go by Tram to Shooter’s Hill. Visit Castlewood Grounds and 
‘* Severndroog ’’ Castle. This open space on the South-eastern height 
of London has recently been acquired by the London County Council. 
7.0 p.m. The Annual Meeting will be held in the Council Chamber of the 
Town Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich, S.E.18, by the kind invita- 
tion of the Woolwich Borough Council. 
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The Presidential Address will be given by the President-Elect, Mr. 
I. Briggs, of Newcastle-on-Tyne Public Libraries, the outgoing Presi- 
dent, Mr. W. H. Parker, will preside. 
The meeting should be over at 9.0 p.m. Convenient trains : Woolwich Arsenal, 
8.51 p.m. and 9.24 p.m., arriving at Charing Cross, 9.35 p.m. and 
10.4 p.m. 
Trams and ’Buses from Beresford Square every few minutes. 

Post cards from the various Libraries addressed to Mr. E. Luke, Plumstead 
Library, S.E.18, stating number of members who intend to be present, should 
reach him on or before June 16th to ensure adequate arrangements being made. 

Special note to Provincial members.—Will delegates who are unable to 
return and desire hospitality for the night kindly send word to Education 
Secretary, E. Luke, at above address not later than June 7th. 


Agenda for Annual Meeting.— 

. Minutes of last Annual Meeting. 

Adoption of Annual Report and Balance Sheet. 

Election of Officers and Council for 1924-25. 

The newly elected President takes the Chair and delivers 
his Presidential Address. 

Adoption of revised Rules and Regulations. 

Presentation to Mr. H. A. Sharp, retiring Honorary 
Editor. 

Vote of thanks to retiring Officers and Council. 

Other necessary business. 


OO Oho 





EDITORIALS. 


Our War Memorial.—With this number we circulate an appeal 
which has been issued in connection with the proposed Memorial 
to those of our colleagues who gave their lives in the Great War. 
Both the form and the place of the Memorial seem to be well 
chosen, and we hope that our members will respond to the appeal 
either individually, or better still perhaps, as members of the 
various library systems. The Honorary Secretary of the Library 
Association has pointed out in the circular that_large donations 
from individuals are neither asked for nor expected; it is desired 
rather that the Memorial shall represent the appreciation and 
remembrance of all of us who are left to carry on the work 
which they laid down so readily at the call of service and sacrifice. 

Work of the Council.—The May meeting of the Council was 
held on Wednesday, the 14th, at the Westminster Public 
Library, Buckingham Palace Road, through the courtesy of the 
Librarian, Mr. Pacy. 

The presence of the divisional representatives makes the 
May meeting the most important of the year, and this year 
business commenced at 2.30 p.m., at which hour the Committees 
were summoned. 

The Finance Committee made two important recommenda- 
tions to the Council, both of which were accepted. They 
recommended a small reduction in the subscriptions of Fellows 
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and Members, which will, in future, be 10s. 6d. and 7s. respec- 
tively. Their second recommendation was for the Journal to be 
increased by four pages. Obviously these two recommendations 
will still further enhance the value of the Association to assistants. 
With the subscriptions at the reduced figure and four extra pages 
for the Journal there can be no doubt but that the Association 
provides generously for its members, and it seems that assistants 
are under a moral obligation to lend the full weight of their 
support to these moves on the part of the Council. 

_ The Annual Report was discussed in detail, as was also the 
revised edition of the Rules and Regulations. These appear as 
a supplement to this issue, and, it should be noted, now include 
the rules of the Association’s Library and Benevolent Fund. The 
revision of the rules was the cause of many large and small points 
being raised, a Midland representative especially shining in his 
discovery of inaccuracies in the draft. Nevertheless, when finally 
approved, the Council were unanimous in calling the finished 
article ‘‘ Non-contentious matter.’’ ; 

Following the lead set by the North-West Division, the South 
Coast Division made formal application for dividing their Division 
into two Branches. This praiseworthy attempt to overcome to 
some extent the severe geographical difficulties of this Division 
was approved by the Council, and the hope was expressed by a 
Divisional delegate present that the formation of the two branches 
would result in increased membership. 

Nominations for officers and council were received in large 
numbers, as will be seen by the ballot paper, and it is probably 
unique to find an election necessary for the office of Editor! 

The agenda for the Annual Meeting was approved: nomina- 
tions for the forthcoming L.A. Council election considered 
and the Hon. Secretary presented the balance sheet of the Corres- 
pondence Class held in connection with the May Preliminary 
Examination. This class seems to have attracted a very good 
number of students, and in spite of the lowness of the fees, only 
resulted in a loss of 4s. 4d. to the Association. 

Libraries and Education.—An article provocative of thought 
appeared under this title in the Times Educational Supplement of 
15th March last. It is written round the Carnegie Report and 
takes up the cudgels on behalf of co-ordination and the transfer- 
ence of the control of public libraries to the education authority. 
Whether or no this will really benefit the public library system is 
a very debateable question, but what is certain is that librarians 
and assistants will have to think seriously over this question in the 
near future. One portion of the article is well worth quoting since 
it states what progressive librarians and assistants have for years 
advocated—the cultivation of the ‘‘ library habit’ as early as 
possible in the child. 
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** If the flow of necessary books can be secured, the educa- 
tional task still remains; the use of books must be taught. It 
cannot be taught outside a library, and the attitude of librarians 
who contend that it is no part of the function of the public library 
to provide for children of school age seems to us to be short- 
sighted. If a man or woman is to use a library well, he or she 
must be taught as a child. From the point of view of the library 
it is good policy, from the point of view of education it is 
essential, since adult education, apart altogether from questions 
of research, cannot reach any important stage unless the proper 
use of books, and a full conception of the meaning of a library, 
is understood. The library, moreover, where possible, should 
supply lectures that can be illustrated from the books in stock. 
These very obvious ideas are not universally held. It is not in 
every library that teachers may be seen with their pupils or lecturers 
may be heard on some special theme which the library can illustrate. 
A real hunger for learning is as much a note of our time as it was 
of the Renaissance, and librarianship as an educational force is 
at last coming into its inheritance.’’ 


A Useful Pamphlet.—We have received from Messrs. Libraco, 
Ltd., an interesting little pamphlet entitled “Open Access: some 
suggestions on library planning and equipment,” by W. W. Fortune. 
The pamphlet, which is equally useful to librarians and students of 
library planning, will be sent free to all who apply to Libraco, Ltd., 
at 62, Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 


The Progress of County Libraries.—‘‘ The School Government 
Chronicle,” for April 5th, contained an informative leading article 
“‘ On the Progress of the New Libraries System,” in which the position 
and work of the County Libraries schemes were reviewed. There 
was also a long article by Mr. Robert Macleod, outlining the progress 
that had been made since the inception of the movement. Appended 
to the article was a summary of the work of a select number of the 
County schemes, viz., Cambridgeshire, Dorsetshire, Gloucester- 
shire, Middlesex, and Fife. 


Messrs. Grafton.—Another name is to be added to the list of 
Publishers and Booksellers already in Great Russell Street. Messrs. 
Grafton & Co. have secured No. 51, Great Russell Street, which 
faces the main entrance to the British Museum. At that address 
they will carry on their various activities of publishing, bookselling, 
and the supplying of Library Appliances. In these much larger premises 
Messrs. Grafton’s stock of books on all subjects will be seen to ad- 
vantage, and in the central show-room a permanent exhibition of 
library appliances will enable Librarians, and all interested, to see 
and test the very best up-to-date appliances, 
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That Fiction Question.—We seem to have heard of Mr. J. W. 
Willis Bund (of Worcester) before,and our opinion was that he was 
no friend of libraries. At a recent Conference in Worcester connected 
with the County Library scheme, he spoke most lugubriously of his 
county’s literary production. In particular, he took the opportunity 
of referring to Mrs. Henry Wood, as “ a champion of the bad class ” 
of fiction. ‘“‘ The rubbish the woman had written, and the way it had 
become popular—so popular that they had placed some memorial 
to her in the Cathedral—was, he thought, almost disgraceful. The 
woman could not write English. She used a most slip-shod way of 
writing, described what she never saw, and described it very badly. 
(Laughter.) He recollected her description of a man returning home 
from hunting, and if those were the manners and customs of the 
nobility, all he could say was that they were exceedingly foolish. 
(Laughter.) He also recollected her stories of the boys at the Cathedral 
School, and from reading those stories he always had an aversion to 
the Cathedral School and longed to kick the boys till he was tired.” 
(Laughter). | While we do not suggest that Mrs. Henry Wood occu- 
pies a front place in the history of the English novel, we protest em- 
phatically against Mr. Bund’s scathing remarks, and only wish that 
in the present day we had more writers of Mrs. Henry Wood’s imagina- 
tion and ability to write a story of absorbing interest for thousands 
of people, and that many of the works of our modern novelists were 
half as good, and half as harmless ! 

Another Salaries Scale-——We have received from Sheffield a 
scale of salaries that seems to have much to commend itself; we 
therefore take pleasure in printing it below. The chief thing in its 
favour is the number of grades into which the staff is divided. As 
a consequence, we should imagine that in practice such “ blocks ” 
will not occur as are likely to result where the grades are fewer. 


Grade. Ages. Perannum. Qualifications. 

1 ... Junior Assistants ... ..- 16 to 20 ... £60 to £115 ... School Cert. 

of the Nthn 

Univ. Brd., 

or its equiv. 

2 ... Senior Assistants ... ... 21 to 25 ... £140 to £180 ... — Ass. 

ert. 
Bice - ” ... 26 to 33 ... £190 to £260...2 ,,,, 
4 ... Heads of Departments and 

Branch Librarians... £260 to £280 ... 4 ,, = 
5.. “ a £280 to £300 ...4 5 |. 
6 .. z rs ne £300 to £320...4 , ” 
-= e Ke ne £320t0 £350...4 5, © 
8 ... Deputy Chief Librarian ... £350 to £450 ... 6 ,, 2 


Grade 5 includes Commercial and Technical Librarian. 
Grade 6 includes Chief Cataloguer. 

Grade 7 includes Reference Librarian, and Librarian, 
Central Lending Library. 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON DISTRIBUTING THE JOURNAL. 
By an Honorary ASSISTANT EDITOR. 


Especially by those assistants who possess that trait so essential 
to progress in our profession, enthusiasm, there is no doubt that the 
arrival of The Library Assistant each month is an event to look forward 
to. In days past assistants in remote provincial districts usually had 
two official means of gleaning professional information, and there 
was The Library Association Record and The Library Assistant. Now, 
unfortunately, a stolen glance can only be had at the Chief’s copy 
of the first mentioned, once a quarter, and much can happen in three 
months. It seems, therefore, that the arrival of our journal should be 
an event of even more importance than it used to be. 

Until quite recently, nearly all copies were despatched in envelopes 
to members, subscribers and advertisers. Now, however, only just 
over three hundred are sent out in envelopes, the bulk finding their 
destinations in parcels containing anything from four to over a hundred 
copies. Thus, through each of a number of keen friends doing a 
share of the distribution, much time and labouraresaved. Theenvelopes 
destined to contain the odd copies are first addressed and stamped, 
and then sent en bloc to the printer, who despatches them direct from 
Croydon. The rest of the edition is sent by him to the assistant editors, 
who forthwith get busy with brown paper and string. 

But what thoughts one has while making up the parcels. Here 
is a nice bulky parcel, and one licks the stamps with pleasure, muttering 
the while, “‘ Good old ——.” Then a measly, starved-looking package 
addressed to , seems so inadequate, that one turns to check 
the cards to see that the number of copies is correct. 

It is certain from the addresses to which we send our journal, 
that there is ample room for a great increase in membership, and 
this question is in the hands of a membership sub-committee at the 
moment. The best areas for membership seem to be those covered 
by the North-Eastern, North-Western and Midland Divisions, who 
are, of course, assisted to a great degree by the fact that they include 
in their areas large-sized towns, and thus possess a tremendous ad- 
vantage over, say, the South Coast Division. This Division can never 
aspire to the numerical strength attained in the North, but our North- 
ern friends would be the first to join with us in applauding that splendid 
little band of zealots who unostentatiously, but none the less effectively, 
keep the A.A.L. flag flying along the South Coast. They really 
deserve all the practical encouragement the Council can give them. 

A curious fact is that isolated provincial libraries appear to realise 
the benefit of the journal, and many a town with a population of about 
100,000 receives a parcel larger than many Metropolitan Boroughs. 
As far as many of these are concerned, they can have little interest in 
their profession, not only because they do not receive copies of The 
Library Assistant, but also because in a good many cases, we note that 
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The Library Association Record only reaches them because of institu- 
tional membership. Yet, these library staffs can attend meetings, 
whereas provincial staffs have small chance of ever being able to do 
that. There are also places in the Midlands, North of the Tweed, 
away in Wales and Ireland, and down in the South-West of England, 
where it should be possible to run successful divisions, and where the 
journal must be almost unknown. One copy is sent monthly to a 
system having over sixty assistants ! 

Public Library staffs have not a monopoly in its receipt. Many 
libraries of a private or semi-private character receive their quota, 
while across the Atlantic are sent copies for the libraries of New 
York, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Indianopolis, Grand Rapids, California, 
State, Drexel Institute, Philadelphia, Philippine Islands, Manila, Prince- 
ton and Syracuse Universities, as well as for the American pro- 
fessional journals and the Ontario Library Association. 

Europe is represented on our cards by Rjukan, Norway ; Malmo, 
Sweden; Dordrecht and Hilversum, Holland ; the Czecho-Slovak 
Bibliographie Institut, Prague; and an odd copy or two to Paris. 
Further afield, forlorn copies find their way to Port Elizabeth, Queens- 
town, and Kimberley, South Africa ; Adelaide ; Christchurch, Inver- 
cargill, and Auckland, New Zealand ; Calcutta and Lahore; Tokyo 
and ;Yokoyama, and even two to far away, Manchuria ! ed 

For a relatively small publication, our Journal reaches over a 
wide field, and one thing is certain. The larger the membership, the 
better will be the journal, and the heavier the work of the editor and 
his satellites. The increase in their work will prove a welcome imposi- 
sition, as it will mean that the journal is being more and more appreciated. 

It has been remarked that as an Association we are very divided 
geographically, and we cannot surmount this obvious disadvantage 
by an Annual Conference. Perhaps, in the future, it will be possible 
to hold each year’s Annual General Meeting outside London, and so 
overcome to some small degree the geographical disadvantages. Until 
then it is up to each member to help the A.A. L. among his own 
colleagues. Perhaps showing a non-member colleague the journal 
each month will arouse his interest—it’s worth trying, and no trouble ! 





New MEMBERS. 

Associate: Percy Clare (Bermondsey). 

Midland Division: Associates: Miss R. McBeth, Miss E. Franklin, Miss 
E. A. Parish, Miss O. E. Griffith (Birmingham). Member: H. Chivers (Kidder- 
minster). 

North East Division: Associates: Mr. Williams (Durham County Library), 
R. N. A. Miller (Newcastle). 

North West Division: Associate: Miss D. Moore (Liverpool). 

South Coast Division: Miss E. M. Smith and Joseph B. Mitchell (East- 
bourne). 

Yorkshire Division: Associates: Miss P. M. Marshall, Miss I. Fell, Miss 
M. Hardy (Bradford), Miss Lister (Huddersfield), Miss A. Sagar (Keighley). 
Members: Miss E. M. Burton (Bradford), Miss D. A. Scarth (Morley). 
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ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
29th Annual Report, 1923-24. 





Membership.—The total number of members is 790, made up 
as follows: 20 Honorary Fellows; 22 Fellows; 564 Members and 
184 Associates. This shews a pleasing increase of 126 over last 
year’s figures, and represents the largest increase in any one year 
since the war. Moreover, it brings the number within Pisgah 
sight of the first ‘‘ One Thousand.’’ 

During the past year the Council has actively concerned itself 
with the extension of membership amongst all grades of assistants. 
Last October a special appeal was made to the Library Staffs of 
numerous provincial centres where membership of the Association 
was shewn to be poor and unrepresentative. Since last January 
a small Sub-Committee has been engaged in stirring up those 
districts of the Metropolitan and Greater Metropolitan Areas, 
where the staffs of the libraries are not sufficiently represented in 
membership of this Association to do credit to themselves or to 
the libraries they serve. In this work Mr. F. T. Bussey has 
shouldered the chief burden with a cheerful-hearted keenness and 
an unflagging zeal which have earned him the grateful thanks of 
the Council. 

Finance.—Reflecting the increased membership, the finances 
of the Association show an increase on the previous year. For 
the first time the Benevolent Fund Account has been entirely 
separated from the General Funds. 

The receipts for the year amount to £401 16s. 7d., and the 
expenditure to £283 2s. 10d., leaving a balance of £118 13s. 9d. 

The Council desires to express its thanks to Mr. G. F. Vale 
for the success which has attended the publication of ‘‘ Sequels ”’ 
and to all who assist in the financial side of the Association’s 
activities. 

Benevolent Fund.—No large donations have been received this 
year to the Benevolent Fund, but the continued sales of ‘‘English 
and American Sequels’’ has yielded a further profit of £23, which, 
together with several small donations from our members, and 
bank interest brings last year’s total of £98 12s. 9d. to £122 12s. 9d. 
Fortunately, there have been no calls upon this fund during the 
year, but the Council trusts that, should misfortune overtake any 
of our members, the case may be brought to its notice, with a 
view to its amelioration. 

Classes for Assistants.—This year the Council, following the 
excellent example set by the North Western and Midland 
Divisions, arranged a course of correspondence lessons for the 
benefit of those of our members who were preparing themselves 
for the Library Association’s May Preliminary Examination. It 






































113 


is satisfactory to record that 50 assistants in England and Scotland 
took advantage of this new venture, and further, that 20 of these 
were induced to join the Association in consequence. It is hoped 
that in the coming session more will be done for members in this 
direction. To Mr. F. E. Sandry and the Honorary Secretary 
hearty thanks are due for acting, on behalf of the Council, as 
conductors of this class. 

No fewer than 113 students availed themselves of the classes 
held at Birmingham by the Midland Division in Literary History, 
Classification, Cataloguing, Library Routine and General Know- 
ledge. Warm thanks are due to Messrs. L. Chubb, F. J. Patrick 
and H. Woodbine for their work as conductors of these classes. 

Classes were also held at Liverpool under the auspices of the 
Liverpool Education Committee, in Classification, Cataloguing 
and Library Routine, the teachers being Messrs. W. Wilson, 
E. C. Wickens and R. Cochran. Correspondence papers were 
also issued by Mr. E. C. Wickens in connection with the Pre- 
liminary Test, Cataloguing and Library Routine. Thanks are due 
to all who were concerned in this work. 

Division Meetings.—Regular monthly meetings have been held 
throughout the session at various institutions in London and 
district. The inaugural meeting of the session was held at the 
London School of Economics, when Mr. Victor Branford delivered 
an address on ‘‘ Poetry and Environment ”’ to a gathering of 70 
members and friends. This meeting was followed by others at 
St. George’s, Stepney; Dulwich, Camberwell; Fulham; Great 
Smith Street, Westminster; Deptford; the County Hall and the 
National Library for the Blind, and Worthing. The Junior meet- 
ings have been continued and held, as usual, prior to the ordinary 
meetings. They have been uniformly successful and have no 
doubt come to stay as a regular feature of the Association’s 
activities. The meetings throughout the session have been well 
attended; the papers were of a high standard and _ contained 
valuable material, and the ensuing discussions were profitable, 
enjoyable and provocative. 

The afternoon visit to the New County Hall provided members 
with an excellent opportunity to inspect, under favourable condi- 
tions, the latest addition to the architectural beauties and civic 
glories of London. The meeting in May in connection with the 
South Coast Division will be held at Worthing. 

To all those many kind friends and members who have contri- 
buted in any way to the success of the session’s meetings, the 
Council wishes to place on record an expression of its very best 
thanks. Mr. Ernest Luke was chiefly responsible for arranging the 
programme for the year and upon him fell the numerous and 
exacting duties in connection therewith. He fulfilled these with 
happy results and to the general satisfaction of all, and now finds 
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it necessary, owing to stress of private affairs, to sever, at the 
close of the present year, his lengthy connection with the Council. 
The Association is under a big debt of gratitude to Mr. Luke for 
his many years of careful, quiet and thorough work on its behalf. 
The Council, accordingly, desires to place on record its indebted- 
ness to Mr. Luke and its regret at his retirement from a sphere 
where he has rendered invaluable service. 

The Divisions have also held interesting meetings during the 
year, particulars of which have appeared in The Library Assistant 
from time to time. 

Officers and Council.—Ten full meetings of the Council have 
been held during the year, and a considerable amount of attention 
has been devoted to the welfare of the Association. On outside 
bodies, Mr. H. A. Sharp represented the Council on the Education 
Committee of the Library Association, and ably continued the 
excellent and zealous service which marked the representation of 
our former delegate, Mr. J. D. Stewart. Miss Rees has continued 
to watch over the interests of the female assistant, as the 
Council’s representative on the London Society of Women’s 
Service. Close and useful association with Nalgo has been main- 
tained by Mr. W. H. Parker and the Honorary Secretary, who 
represented the Association on the Joint Consultative Committee 
of the former body. 

Our President retires after two strenuous years of office, first 
as Vice-President and then as President. The Association has 
enjoyed in its retiring President, one, who, in everything that he 
has done in his high office has added a charming dignity and a 
fresh glory to its credit. Under his capable management the 
monthly meetings of the Council have been conducted with com- 
mendable despatch, effective decision and pleasant harmony. 
During his two years of office such has been his zeal and sense of 
duty that our President has scarcely missed one of the Council 
meetings and very few of the ordinary meetings of the Association. 

It was with deep regret and reluctance that the Council had 
to accept the resignation of Mr. H. A. Sharp, as Honorary Editor, 
at the close of his ninth year of office. Words cannot adequately 
express how much the Association is indebted to Mr. Sharp for 
the generous and invaluable services he has rendered the Associa- 
tion during his term of office. The Library Assistant is a journal 
of which every member can be proud; the high level of the excel- 
lence it has now reached, and the large and growing sphere of 
influence and usefulness it now possesses, are due in a measure 
beyond definition, to the energy, ability, and untiring enthusiasm 
of its Honorary Editors. 

Mr. A. E. Cummins, after several years of excellent service 
was, last October, compelled by force of private circumstances 
to resign his seat on the Council. His loss was especially 
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regrettable owing to the fact that he was the sole representative 
of non-municipal libraries on that body, and it is hoped that 
assistants from non-municipal libraries will offer themselves for 
election to the next Council in order that their point of view may 
be represented in a practical manner. The vacancy caused by 
Mr. Cummins’ resignation was filled at the November meeting by 
the election of Mr. T. W. Muskett. Miss E. Exley was again 
co-opted to the Education Committee in order that her valued 
assistance in connection with the work of arranging the Junior 
meetings should be secured. She has carried out capably all that 
has been expected of her and has thereby earned the best thanks 
of the Council. 

Mr. W. B. Thorne, who has found it necessary to withdraw 
his nomination as a Councillor for the forthcoming year, has served 
the Association faithfully in every office, over a period of years 
extending back to its earliest days. The Council takes this oppor- 
tunity of recording the Association’s warmest appreciation of all 
his work on its behalf. 

To Miss Prince, once again, the Council wishes to tender its 
heartiest thanks for her continued kindnesses, and expresses its 
deepest gratitude for the cherished privilege always so readily and 
charmingly granted of holding its monthly meetings at the 
National Library for the Blind. 

Library Association and Association of Assistant Librarians. 
—The election for the Council of the Library Association resulted 
in the return of most of those candidates for whom the Council 
solicited support. In addition to the re-election of Mr. W. B. 
Thorne and the Honorary Secretary, Mr. J. D. Stewart, one of 
our immediate Past Presidents and oldest friends was also 
elected at his first attempt upon the nomination of our Association. 
Mr. Thorne continued his membership of the Education Committee 
and Mr. G. P. Jones was again elected to the Membership and 
Publicity Committees, as well as the Finance Committee. The 
Membership Committee at its first meeting did Mr. Jones the 
honour of electing him its Chairman. The Council unanimously 
appointed Mr. H. A. Sharp to represent it upon the Library 
Association Education Committee, in place of Mr. J. D. Stewart, 
who had resigned. 

The Association’s Library.—During the period under review 
the Library, with its ever increasing needs, has occupied a good 
deal of the serious attention of the Council. Additional shelving 
has been completed and installed; the collection of books has 
been overhauled and examined, many new works have been 
purchased and popular ones duplicated, and a large number have 
been bound. At present the stock is being re-classified and 
re-catalogued. In every way possible the Library has been 
re-organised and brought up-to-date to meet the constantly 
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increasing demands made upon its resources. In this tiring, 
exacting and ever-developing work Mrs. Hazard, the Honorary 
Librarian, has generously continued her particularly valuable 
services. With the increasing use made of the Library and the 
additional labour demanded, so increase also the enthusiasm and 
cheerfulness of Mrs. Hazard. To her, once again, the best 
thanks of the Council are offered in deepest and truest appreciation 
of her unnumbered services. To Mr. W. J. Harris (Chief 
Librarian of Islington) the Council wishes to offer its sincere thanks 
for his kindly consideration in providing such an excellent home 
for our Library at his Central Library. 

‘* The Library Assistant.’’—The Association’s official journal 
has appeared regularly during the year, and it is interesting to 
note that it has now so appeared on more than three hundred 
occasions. In view of the fact that a large number of our members 
and subscribers work in remote areas, where opportunities for 
professional meetings and social intercourse are few and far 
between, it has been the endeavour of the Publications Committee 
to provide a news medium which shall make a live contact between 
the centres of activity and the outlying places. Hence the appear- 
ance in our columns of many items which it is freely admitted are 
of the most ephemeral and perhaps even trifling value. At the 
same time, however, contributions of practical and lasting value 
have also appeared from time to time. The thanks of the Council 
are due to the many people who have assisted so willingly in the 
production and distribution of The Library Assistant during the 
year: to the Misses E. G. Hayler and B. E. Homewood, of Croy- 
don, who carried out the duties of Honorary Assistant Editors 
until January; to Mr. F. T. Bussey and members of the Hackney 
Libraries staff, who have since taken over those duties; to Miss 
Johnson, of Fulham, who has charge of the files of back numbers, 
and to her Chief, Mr. E. J. Walker, who so kindly allows them to 
be stored at Fulham. It is gratifying to observe that The Library 
Assistant is now recognised in all parts of the world as one of the 
best mediums of British library news, and certainly the cheapest. 
Copies of the journal are sent, as a matter of fact, to every 
continent in the world. For the first time in the history of our 
Association, we can report an edition of one thousand copies. 

The Divisions.—We can say without fear of provoking any 
discussion: ‘*‘ Well done Divisions.’’ Splendid work has been 
done during the period under review by each and all of the 
Divisions, and for that reason we shall not mention by name any 
one in particular. The Council has seriously considered whether 
closer co-operation could be effected between Divisions and head- 
quarters, and the May meeting at Worthing serves as a sign that 
the Council is attempting to effect co-operation, which must result 
in mutual benefit. 
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Nevertheless, the Association continues to go on from strength 
to strength, and the large increase of membership recorded this 
year should at least be maintained during the coming one. 

Social Events.—This type of event always takes secondary 
place in the affairs of the Association, but mention should be made 
here of the uses which they can be made to serve. Most of the 
Divisions hold periodical social events which are uniformly success- 
ful, and which form valuable means of bringing members and 
friends together. Rambles, socials, dances, whist drives and 
theatre nights have all figured in the programmes of the various 
Divisions. At Headquarters social events are not so popular, and 
the one whist drive of the season did not meet with the support 
anticipated. | Consequently the Council has rot felt justified in 
arranging further drives. Two football matches aroused interest 
amongst a good number of the younger members, and we believe 
that at the second game there were more would-be-players than 
positions. More games will probably be arranged for the next 
season, the one drawback to this type of event being the fact that 
the weather is usually too bad to allow any but the keenest of 
spectators. 

The Future.—Optimism is a necessity in our profession, and 
a vital necessity for A.A.L. Councils. The measure of success 
which has attended its efforts to increase the membership of the 
Association has been very disappointing in many parts of the 
Metropolitan area. Peculiarly enough, where poor representation 
is noticed on our membership roll, the same is usually the case 
with the Library Association. In other words, membership of 
professional associations can usually be regarded as an indication 
of the “‘ life ’’ of the library, and if this be admitted then there are 
far too many dead, yes stone dead, areas in the Metropolitan area, 
where, apparently, professional interest is unknown and progress 
unheard of ! 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 


W. H. Parker, President. 
14th May, 1924. GuRNER P. Jones, Hon. Secretary. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

*C. H. Jones, of Fulham, to be a Senior Assistant, Hackney. 

*R. D. H. Situ, Senior Assistant, St. Pancras, to be Senior Assistant, 
Richmond. Salary, £180 rising to £220. 

Also selected: *C. G. Foskett, Watford; *Joan Webster, Rochdale. 

*Marcaret W. Tupman, late of the Islington Public Libraries, to be 
Librarian, Secretary and Treasurer, Public Library, King Williamstown, Cape 
Colony. 

*Oswatp C. Hupson, sub-Librarian, Derby, to be City Librarian, Peter- 
borough. Salary, £300. 

B. J. Barton Ecxett, County Librarian, Dorset, to be County Librarian, 
Durham. Salary £350. 
* Member, A.A.L. 
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ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Honorary Fellows. 


W. J. Bennett, Tottenham. 

W. Geo. Chambers. 

S. J. Clarke, Penge. 

J. F. Hogg, Battersea. 

F. W. Lange 

Sir J. Y. Ww. MacAlister, F.S.A., Royal Society of Medicine. 
Eugene Morel, Bibliothéque National, Paris. 

Henry Ogle, Ipswich. 

Paul Otlet, Institut International de Bibliographie, Brussels. 
R. A. Peddie 

H.R. Purnell, Public Library of South Australia, Adelaide. 
E. G. Rees. 

F. M. Roberts, Stepney. 

H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., Brighton. 

Geo. E. Roebuck, Walthamstow. 

W. C. Berwick Sayers, Croydon. 

Hugh Smith, Bishopsgate Institute. 

H. Tapley Soper, F.R.Hist.S., Exeter. 

Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., Bolton. 

W. B. Thorne, Poplar. 





Fellows, Members and Associates. 





Adey, F. C., Chelsea. Bonner, Miss M. V., Chiswick. 
Alexander, Miss E. M., Norwich. Bowker, Miss W., Woolwich. 
Allen, Miss N. G., Newark. Bowley, Miss R., St. Marylebone. 
Ames, J. E., East Ham. ° Boxall, C. G., Kensington. 
Anderson, Miss E. G., Bethnal Green.) Bradley, C. A., Glasgow. 
Andrews, Miss E. D., Wood Green. | Bridge, W. R., Battersea. 
Austing, A. T., Walthamstow. Briscoe, W. A., Nottingham. 
Bailey, J., Watford. Bristow, J., East Ham. 
Baker, A. E., Taunton. Brough, Miss M. H., Hackney. 
Baker, Miss W. I., Battersea. Broughton, Miss E., Chiswick. 
Barwood, Miss A., Battersea. Brown, Miss L. M., Hackney. 
Batteson, G. W., Southwark. Brown, T. R., Glasgow. 
Baxter, Miss M., Fulham. Browning, Miss R. H., Stoke New- 
Beagley, S. G., Islington. ington. 
Beall, Miss D. M., Wood Green. Bullen, R. F., Poplar. 
Beattie, Miss, Kingston. Bullock, L., Gainsborough. 
Bennett, G., Hampstead. Bunce, F. M., Reading. 
Bennett, P. W., Croydon. Burden, Miss L. M., Bethnal Green. 
Biddle, Miss C., Woolwich. Burgess, S. W., West Ham. 
Biffen, N. W., Stepney. Bussey, F. T., Hackney. 
Bishop, W. J., London Library. Butcher, L. G., Canterbury. 
Blackman, H., Bethnal Green. Campbell, Miss C. M., Govan. 
} Blackmore, C., Stoke Newington. Camplin, Miss E., Hackney. 
| Blackwell, P. E., Glasgow. Carr, Miss L. M., Croydon. 
Blakey, A. A., Bermondsey. Carter, W. A., Cripplegate Institution. 
{ Bogdin, F., Stepney. Caselton, O. G., Kensington. 
i Bolton, G. R., Watford. Caverhill, Miss K. M., Dr. Williams’ 
M4 Bonner, F. H., Croydon. Library. 
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Clapham, Miss N., Darlington. 

Clare, P., Bermondsey. 

Clinch, C. H., Ealing. 

Cockcroft, Miss F. B., Watford. 

Cohen, Miss M., West Ham. 

Coltman, W. L., Battersea. 

Cooper, R., Battersea. 

Cowley, J. D., Middle Temple. 

Craft, A. G., Willesden. 

Crawford, N., Dundee. 

Creed, W. T., Coventry. 

Crook, B., Leyton. 

Cross, H., Croydon. 

Cummins, A. E., Chemical Society. 

Dallimore, F., Darlington. 

Davis, C. F., Southampton. 

Davison, C. E., Bermondsey. 

Dawson, Miss E., Central Library for 
Students. 

Day, Miss E. H., Fulham. 

Day, Miss M. E., Islington. 

Diamond, Miss E., Ilford. 

Dibben, Miss L. B., Library of Minis- 
try of Labour. 

Dickeson, S. R., Stepney. 

Dinsdale, Miss E. L., Islington. 

Dodd, E. C., Hornsey. 

Doig, A., Dundee. 

Dowse, Miss L., Hackney. 

Durham, G. W., West Ham. 

Easingwood, S. E., Battersea. 

Enderby, W. Grimsby. 

Engall, F. S., Fulham. 

Errington, Miss W., Fulham. 

Everard, A. W., Hammersmith. 

Exley, Miss E. M., St. Marylebone. 

Fairweather, Miss L., Kingston. 

Fergusson, Miss S. F., Worcester Ru- 
ral Library. 

Fifer, C. R., Southwark. 

Fisher, A., Dundee. 

Fletcher, E. G., Stepney. 

Foskett, C. G., Watford. 

Fowden, Miss G., Woolwich. 

Fowler, Miss S., Southend. 

Frost, B. J., East Ham. 

Fyffe, Miss J., Deptford. 

Garner, E. W., Southwark. 

Garnett, A. H., Camberwell. 

Gaskin, G. F., Walthamstow. 

Gayford, Miss K. M., Norwich. 

Gilbert, Miss M., Chiswick. 

Gladwell, F. T., Battersea. 

Gourley, R. J., Belfast. 

Grant, Miss I. B., Southend. 

Gray, B., Bethnal Green. 

Gray, H. G., Stepney. 





Gummer, Miss M., Richmond. 
Gusterson, W. C., Willesden. 
Hahn, W. J. A., Camberwell. 
Haines, Miss H. B., Wood Green. 
Hall, Miss M., Hackney. 

Hall, Miss W., Hackney. 
Hamilton, Miss E., Richmond. 
Handel, R., Sion College. 
Harris, Miss B. M., Hackney. 
Harris, C. A., Deptford. 

Harris, Miss M., Bethnal Green. 
Harrod, L. M., Wimbledon. 
Hastings, Miss A. W., Battersea. 
Haultain, Miss E. T. A., Kingston. 
Hayes, Miss C. A., Croydon. 
Hayler, Miss E. G., Croydon. 
Hayward, G. V. R., Norwich. 
Hazard, Mrs. G., Islington. 
Higgs, R. W., Southend. 

Hill, Miss E. M., Lincoln. 

Hill, W. J., Woolwich. 

Hobbis, Miss G. M., Southend. 
Hobly, W. J., Chelsea. 

Hodges, M. L., Hanwell. 
Holdway, Miss D. M., Enfield. 
Homewood, Miss B. E., Croydon. 
Hounsome, J., West Ham. 
Howard, J. G., Walthamstow. 
Howell, W. A., Poplar. 

Hyde, Miss P. E., Enfield. 
Hynes, W., Willesden. 

Ingram, Miss F., Woolwich. 


; Ives, L., Bournemouth. 


Jackson, C. P., Royal Colonial Insti- 


tute. 
Jeffcott, E. J. N., St. Pancras. 
Jefferson, Miss M., Hacknev. 
Jenkins, Miss D. H., Hackney. 
Jenn, A. H., Lambeth. 
Jerrard, P. R., Bethnal Green. 
Johnson, A. L., Stepney. 
Johnson, Miss L. A., Fulham. 
Johnston, J. W., Walthamstow. 
Jones, Miss A., Islington. 
Jones, B., St. Pancras. 
Jones, C. H., Hackney. 
Jones, G. P., B.A., Stepney. 
Jones, S. K., Dr. Williams’ Library. 
Kearsley, J., Poplar. 
King, J. A., Royal Statistical Society, 
Kinloch, Miss M., Darlington. 
Kirby, S., Chelsea. 
Kirtland, R., Shoreditch. 
Lambert, C. W., West Ham. 
Lambert, J. W., Eccles. 
Lea, Miss E., Bournemouth. 
Leith, D., Dundee. 
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Lenton, W., Deptford. 

Leveson, Miss G., S.W. Polytechnic. 

Lewin, P. E., M.B.E., Royal Colonial 
Institute. 

Liggins, L., Barking. 

Lister, Miss E., St. Marylebone. 

Lucas, Miss A. E., Islington. 

Luck, J., Bethnal Green. 

Luke, Miss A. B., Kirkcaldy. 

Luke, E., Woolwich. 

Lynn, R. W., Cardiff. 

McColvin, E. R., Croydon. 

McErlain, P. E. J., Dundee. 

McGill, W., Islington. 

McGrath, Miss K. M., St. Marylebone 

McIntyre, Miss E. W., Islington. 

MacKintosh, Miss A. D. 

McMullen, Miss I., Woolwich. 

Manning, Miss D. W., Deptford. 

Marcus, L., Bethnal Green. 

Marshall, H., Bethnal Green. 

Martin, S. W., St. Pancras. 

Mason, Miss R., St. Albans. 

Massey, H. G., Cheltenham. 

Meachaen, P. A., Bethnal Green. 

Minde, Miss E. L., Hackney. 

Mitchell, Miss F., Islington. 

Montmorency, Miss F. E. de, Dept- 
ford. 

Morgan, W., Cardiff. 

Morrish, W. J., Norwich. 

Murray, Miss M. K., Southend. 

Muskett, T., Bethnal Green. 

Nevard, Miss B. F., Lambeth. 

Newcombe, L., University College. 

Newham, Miss E., Newark. 

Newland, G. A., Stepney. 

Nichols, D. D., Woolwich. 

Nickalls, J. F., Friends’ Reference 
Library. 

O'Leary, J., St. Pancras. 

Otter, H. B., Battersea. 

Overal, S. E., Walthamstow. 

Parker, G. C. J., Hammersmith. 

Parker, W. H., Hackney. 

Parr, C., St. Pancras. 

Peck, A. J., Enfield. 

Peck, J. E., Greenwich. 

Peerless, Miss J., Woolwich. 

Penney, Mrs. E., Islington. 

Perry, J. D., Leyton. 

Philpott, G. R., Stepney. 

Pike, A. R., Great Yarmouth. 

Piper, A. C., Richmond. 

Pitt, A. E., Poplar. 

Pollitt, W., Southend. 

Powlesland, Miss E. A., Hackney. 





Preater, Miss A. R., Hackney. 

Preece, J. F., St. Pancras. 

Ranscombe, Miss L. M., Hackney. 

Rees, Miss G., Fulham. 

Riches, Miss P. M., Croydon. 

Rivers, J., Hampstead. 

Roberts, T. V., Twickenham. 

Roberts, W. H. S., Weston-Super- 
Mare. 

Robinson, S. C., Greenwich. 

Roche, P., Chemical Society. 

Rock, C. H., Tottenham. 

Roper, Miss G., Stepney. 

Roser, H. E., Tottenham. 

Ross, J., Bristol. 

Russ, Miss E. A., Bath. 

Rutter, S. J., Battersea. 

Ryde, K. A., Croydon. 

Saint, C. G., Hammersmith. 

Salmon, Miss D. N., St. Marylebone. 

Sandry, F. E., West Ham. 

Sanford, W. G., Chiswick. 

Sayell, R. C., Watford. 

Seignior, J. F., Croydon. 

Seward, F., Nottingham Mech. Inst. 

Sharp, H. A., Croydon. 

Shawcross, W. H., Woolwich. 

Shepherd, C., Cardiff. 

Siebert, A. C., Stepney. 

Sinclair, F. P., St. Pancras. 

Skinner, Miss E., Newport (Mon.). 

Sleight, A. E., Cardiff. 

Slorach, Miss E. Z., Hackney. 

Smith, A., Newark. 

Smith, Miss F., Hackney. 

Smith, Miss F. M., Islington. 

Smith, F. S., Bethnal Green. ° 

Smith, Miss L., Norwich. 

Smith, Miss P. 

Smith, R. D., Richmond. 

Smith, Miss R. E., Meteorological 

ffice. 

Snouck-Hurgronje, N., Dor- 
drecht. 

Snow, Miss K. M., Croydon. 

Spalding, Miss A. M., Hackney. 

Sparks, H. G., Hackney. 

Spinks, W. H., Poplar. 

Standish, C. F., Wandsworth. 

Stansbury, Miss E. C., Dr. Williams’ 
Library. 

Steel, A. E., Society of Antiquaries. 

Stewart, J. D., Bermondsey. 

Stockham, Miss D., Enfield. 

Stone, O. W., East Ham. 

Sunley, W. H., Leyton. 

Sutherland, Miss E., Barking. 


Miss 
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Swadling, Miss M. M., Reading. 
Symonds, F. G., Tottenham. 
Taylor, Miss K., Southend. 
Taylor, W., Dundee. 

Terry, E., Greenwich. 

Thomas, R. N., Poplar. 

Tiller, H. A., Tottenham. 

Tilley, Miss J. P., Bromley, Kent. 
Tomlinson, H. W., East Ham. 
Toole, L. M., Battersea. 

Tozer, E. S., Willesden. 

Tuffin, C. A., Bermondsey. 
Tupman, Miss M. W., South Africa. 
Turner, C. H., Woolwich. 

Twort, H. A., Fulham. 

Vale, G. F., Bethnal Green. 
Venters, Miss I. L., Kirkcaldy. 
Viccars, G., Harlesden. 

Wagstaff, Miss E. A., Norwich. 
Waite, C. H., Kensington. 
Waites, H. E., Fulham. 

Walcroft, Miss E. M., St. Bride Foun- 


dation. 
Walker, J. E., Fulham. 
MIDLAND 


Alexander, Miss W., Birmingham. 
Ardagh, P., Birmingham. 

Aston, T. H., Bilston. 

Atherton, Miss M., Wolverhampton. 
Avery, A. J., Birmingham. 

Baker, Miss I., Birmingham. 

Baker, Miss M. G., Birmingham. 
Beasley, Miss L. A., Coventry. 

Bird, C., Birmingham. 

Bone, Miss B., Birmingham. 

Boyles, G., Smethwick. 

Bradley, Miss H. F., Birmingham. 
Bradshaw, Miss E. M., Birmingham. 
Brain, Miss E., Coventry. 

Bristow, F. W., Stourbridge. 
Brooks, Miss M., Birmingham. 
Buckley, Miss B. M., Birmingham. 
Burton, G. L., Birmingham. 
Bushnell, G., Birmingham Univ. 
Cant, Miss M., Ladies’ Coll., Chelten- 


am. 

Cashmore, H. M., Birmingham. 
Cashmore, Miss M. K., Birmingham. 
Chivers, H., Kidderminster. 

Chubb, L., Birmingham. 

Clarke, J. W., Birmingham. 

Collins, Miss L., Wolverhampton. 
Cowdy, Miss B. W., Birmingham. 
Cowley, T. N., Coventry. 

Crumpton, Miss A., Birmingham. 








Dallison, Miss C., Birmingham. 


Warner, F., Battersea. 

Warton, J., Kensington. 
Webster, Miss J., Rochdale. 
Welch, H. C., Guildhall. 
Wellington, Miss F., Hackney. 
Wheatley, Miss E. V., Deptford. 
White, A. G., West Ham. 
White, S., Middlesex County. 
Wilding, N. W., London Library. 
Williams, S. T., Cambridge. 
Williamson, Miss N., Gainsborough. 
Wilshere, Miss E. A., Hackney. 
Wilson, E., Gainsborough. 
Wilson, H. J., Tottenham. 
Wilson, J. L., Tottenham. 
Wisker, E., Wandsworth. 

Wood, H. L., Dartford. 

Wood, J. A., Tottenham. 

Wood, R. B., Westminster. 
Woods, V., Stoke Newington. 
Wright, Miss M., Woolwich. 
Wright, R., Middlesex County. 
Wright, R., Wandsworth. . 
Yates, A. H., Tottenham. 


DIVISION. 


Davies, Miss A. D., Wolverhampton. 
Depper, Miss W. E., Birmingham. 
Dry, Miss G., Birmingham. 

Dunsby, W., Birmingham. 

Evans, Miss W., Birmingham. 
Fairey, Miss L. G., Birmingham. 
Fay, Miss M., Birmingham. 

Flack, G. E., Birmingham University. 
Foster, Miss W. I., Birmingham. 
Franklin, Miss E., Birmingham. 
Fulford, W. S., Coventry. 

Gilbert, J. H. T. W., Birmingham. 
Goodall, H., Birmingham. 

Griffith, Miss O. E., Birmingham. 
Grindle, H., Birmingham. 

Gross, Miss E., Birmingham. 

Hardy, Miss M. F., Birmingham. 
Hemming, Miss E. M., Birmingham. 
Hinley, Miss F., Birmingham. 
Hobday, Miss E. M., Coventry. 
Holder, Miss E. V., Birmingham. 
Holles, F., Wolverhampton. 

Hughes, Miss W., Birmingham. 
Hunt, M. C., Birmingham. 

Jerwood, Miss C., Birmingham. 
Johnson, Miss M., Coventry. 

Jones, Miss N. H., Birmingham. 
Lake, Miss E., Birmingham. 
Lambert, Miss F., Birmingham. 
Law, Miss G. M., Birmingham. 
Letherbarrow, Miss L., Birmingham. 
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Lindsay, C., Birmingham. 
Lloyd, Miss F., Birmingham. 
Loverock, T., Birmingham. 
McBeth, Miss R., Birmingham. 
McCamm, Miss E., Birmingham. 
Macmaster, Miss A., Birmingham. 
Maddocks, Miss D., Wolverhampton. 
Madeley, Miss C., Birmingham. 
Madeley, Miss M., Birmingham. 
Matthews, Miss C., Wolverhampton. 
Meachem, Miss C., Birmingham. 
Meachem, Miss M., Birmingham. 
Middleton, Miss O., Smethwick. 
Mole, Miss A., Birmingham. 
Moss, Miss C., Birmingham. 
Nettle, Miss N., Birmingham. 
Nicholls, Miss D. H., Birmingham. 
Nicholls, Miss E., Birmingham. 
Oldacre, L., Birmingham University. 
Olivers, H., Kidderminster. 
Owen, Miss F. M., Birmingham. 
Packer, D., Birmingham. 
Paine, Miss L. W., Birmingham. 
Parish, Miss L. C., Birmingham. 
Parr, Miss F. M., Birmingham. 
Parrish, Miss E. A., Birmingham. 
Paterson, Miss J., Birmingham. 
Patrick, F. J., Birmingham. 
Pearson, Miss G. A., Warwickshire 
County. 
Percy, Miss H. F., Birmingham. 
Phillips, Miss M., Birmingham. 
Phipps, Miss O. W., Smethwick. 
Powell, Miss D., Birmingham. 
Prescott, C. J., Birmingham Univ. 
Preston, Miss W., Birmingham. 
Price, F. S., Walsall. 





Proctor, Miss D. E., Birmingham. 
Reed, E. O., Coventry. 
Richings, Miss M. I., Birmingham 
University. 
Ridley, A. F., Birmingham. 
Robertson, H. J., Smethwick. 
Robins, Miss H., Smethwick. 
Robinson, Miss F. A., Birmingham. 
Robinson, Miss W. A., Birmingham. 
Roblin, Miss T., Birmingham. 
Rogers, Miss J. M., Birmingham. 
Ryder, Miss O., Birmingham. 
Sandland, Miss J., Birmingham. 
Sargeant, H., Birmingham. 
Shakespeare, Miss E., Leamington. 
Sidwell, J., Coventry. 
Smith, H. S., Birmingham Univ. 
Smithson, Miss E. L., Birmingham. 
Staples, Miss K. M., Birmingham. 
Terry, Miss E. H., Birmingham. 
Timms, Miss E., Birmingham. 
Toone, Miss F., Leamington. 
Trevelyan, Miss D. M., Birmingham. 
Underhill, F., Birmingham. 
Vernon, Miss P., Birmingham. 
Vincent, Miss M., Birrningham. 
Virnals, Miss D., Birmingham. 
Ward, E., Coventry. 
Watts-Read, Miss V., Birmingham. 
Weston, Miss M. E., Birmingham. 
Weston, Miss V. B., Birmingham. 
Williams, A. R., Birmingham. 
Wilson, H. S., Birmingham. 
Withers, Miss E., Birmingham. 
Woodbine, H., Birmingham. 
Woodroffe, Miss H. E., Birmingham. 
Wright, Miss E., Birmingham. 


NORTH-EASTERN DIVISION. 


Ashurst, Miss D., Newcastle. 

Bell, Miss N., Gateshead. 

Black, Miss K., Sunderland. 
Briggs, I., Newcastle. 

Brooks, Miss F., Newcastle. 
Burgess, H., South Shields. 
Coatsworth, Miss N. L., Sunderland. 
Dale, Miss M., Gateshead. 
Davison, Miss G., Sunderland. 
Ellis, Miss C., Sunderland. 
Garrick, Miss E., Sunderland. 
Gatenby, Miss, Sunderland. 
Gibson, W. H., Newcastle. 

Green, Miss L., Newcastle. 
Harding, Miss, Newcastle. 
Hedley, T., Gateshead. 
Henderson, Miss A. A., Newcastle. 





Hume, Miss A., Newcastle. 

Hunt, Miss M., Gateshead. 

Hurford, W. E., Newcastle. 

Jackson, C., Sunderland. 

Johnson, Miss E., Gateshead. 

Kennedy, Miss A., Sunderland. 

Leath, C., Newcastle. 

Leighton, G. F., Sunderland. 

Lindsay, G. S. D., Tynemouth. 

Linton, W. E., West Hartlepool. 

Miller, R. N. A., Newcastle. 

Mulhoney, Miss L., Armstrong Coll., 
Newcastle. 

Ord, A. T., South Shields. [castle. 

Patterson, E., Armstrong Coll., New- 

Peacock, Miss E. B., Newcastle. 

Pearson, Miss, Gateshead. 
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Pearson, E., Newcastle. Thompson, A. F., Newcastle. 
Rennie, A., Gateshead. Thompson, Miss E. M., Sunderland. 
Rigg, S., Carlisle. Wadsworth, Miss N., Newcastle. 
Robson, Miss O., Sunderland. Walton, J., Newcastle. 

Short, Miss K., Sunderland. Ward, Miss E., Newcastle. 

Smettem, W. H., Sunderland. Warren, Miss A. W., Sunderland. 


Stevenson, T., Armstrong Coll., New-| Watson, Miss J., Gateshead. 
Swan, J. S., South Shields. _[castle.) Williams, —, Durham County. 
‘Tattersall, Miss G., Darlington. | Woodman, Miss R., Sunderland. 


NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION. 


Ackroyd, Miss E. M., Waterloo. Fostall, H., Manchester. 
Alexander, Miss M. L., Liverpool. Foster, G. F., Bolton. 
Anderson, Miss L., Liverpool. Fox, J., Bootle. 

Archibald, Miss E. M., Liverpool. Fry, W. G., Manchester, 
Atkins, Miss E. B., Liverpool. Galt, W., Birkenhead. 

Axon, G. R., Manchester. Gee, Miss M., Birkenhead. 
Backhouse, Miss A., Blackburn. Gilliland, Miss A., Birkenhead. 
Backhouse, Miss M., Liverpool. Godwin, Miss E. G., Mech. Inst., 
Baker, Miss L. J., Liverpool. Crewe. 

Ball, Miss M. R., Liverpool. Green, Miss F. G., Liverpool. 
Ballantyne, Miss J., Bootle. Greenwood, I. B., Warrington. 
Barber, Miss M. F., Warrington. Gregson, Miss G., Heywood. 
Bioletti, R., Liverpool. Hamer, H., Bolton. 

Bluck, Miss D., Bolton. Harding, Miss M., Bebington. 
Boardman, F. J., Wallasey. Hardman, P., Wigan. 


Bowen, Miss G., Birkenhead. Harrop, Miss M:, Waterloo, 
Brownbridge, Miss D., Rochdale. Hatton, E. G., Warrington. 


Bunting, Miss E. A., Waterloo. Heaps, Miss L., Waterloo. 
Caldwell, S., Warrington. Hickman, S. A. S., Warrington. 
Calvey, Miss W., Liverpool. Higson, Miss J., Stockport. 

Carr, J. A., Liverpool. Hill, Miss I., Newton-in-Makerfield. 
Chisnall, Miss O., Birkenhead. Hindle, J., Blackburn. 

Clarkson, Miss E., Liverpool. Hockey, W., Wigan. 

Clausson, B., Liverpool. Holden, Miss L., Warrington. 
Cochran, R., Liverpool. Hopson, B. A., Liverpool. 
Corley, Miss H., Liverpool. Howarth, R., Bolton. 

Critchley, Miss F., Birkenhead. Ingham, N., Bolton. 

Cross, Miss L., Manchester. Jones, Miss E. K., Liverpool. 
Dance, Miss D., Liverpool. Jones, W. E., Liverpool. 

Davies, Miss E., Liverpool. Jordan, Miss M. M., Manchester. 
Davies, Miss G. M., Liverpool. Kirkpatrick, T., Blackburn. 
Davies, Miss W., Liverpool. Knowles, Miss W., Birkenhead. 
Dean, Miss A., Liverpool. Leather, J., Southport. 

Dearden, A., Nelson. Lee, F., Nelson. 


Derbyshire, Miss R., Waterloo. 
Dold, Miss A., Bury. 
Edwards, A. H., Liverpool. 


Leighton, Miss D., Stockport. 
Long, Miss A. L., Liverpool. 
Lowe, Miss E., Wigan. 


Edwards, Miss D. E., Liverpool. Mason, Miss M., Wigan. 
Edwards, H. H., St. Helens. Mason, Miss M. E., Birkenhead. 
Elliott, H., Warrington. Meakin, G. C. E., Bootle. 
Ellison, Miss A. S., Liverpool. Miles, Miss, Waterloo. 

Evans, J. T., Liverpool. Milwood, Miss F., Bury. 
Fielding, Miss N., Accrington. Moore, Miss D., Liverpool. 
Fletcher, J., Birkenhead. Murphy, Miss M., Liverpool. 





Forfar, Miss E. M., Liverpool. Paden, R., Liverpool. 
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Page, Miss P., Warrington. 

Park, Miss A., Bury. 

Parker, Miss H. M., Mech. Inst., 
Crewe. 

Pearce, T. D., St. Helens. 

Phillips, W. A., Liverpool. 

Pilling, Miss E. A., Liverpool. 

Pottinger, Miss A. R., Waterloo. 

Pugh, Miss W., Liverpool. 

Ratcliffe, W., Bolton. 

Ravenscroft, Miss E. M., Liverpool. 

Roberts, Miss A. M., Liverpool. 

Robinson, B. R., Bootle. 

Robinson, Miss G., Liverpool. 

Roscow, J. C., Chorley. 

Rosser, Miss D., Birkenhead. 

Rothwell, Miss O. N., Liverpool. 

Saxton, Miss E. B., M.A., Liverpool. 

Shepherd, Miss E. G., Liverpool. 

Singleton, F., Bolton. 

Sleight, F. T., Rochdale. 

Smith, J. F., Liverpool. 

Smith, W., Bolton. 

Speight, S. P., Bolton. 

Spender, F., Liverpool. 


Stephens, J. A., Liverpool. 
Stephens, J. B., Liverpool. 

Stott, C., Rochdale. 

Stratton, G., Birkenhead. 

Stubbs, Miss E., Liverpool. 
Swift, J., Bolton. 

Taylor, Miss M. R., Bolton. 
Thomas, Miss M. I., Bootle. 
Thompson, Miss P. E., Liverpool. 
Threlfall, W., Stockport. 

Todd, Miss E. M., Liverpool. 
Travis, Miss A. M., B.A., Liverpool. 
Walker, Miss H., Liverpool. 
Ward, Miss A., Liverpool. 

Wane, Miss M. J., Liverpool. 
Wannop, Miss V. L., Liverpool. 
Waters, F. J., Liverpool. 

White, Miss J. M., Liverpool. 
Wickens, Miss E., Wigan. 
Wickens, E. C., Liverpool. 
Williams, Miss N., Bury. 
Winstanley, Miss G. I., Liverpool. 
Wood, Miss E. K., Liverpool. 
Yates, Miss D., Birkenhead. 
Yates, T. L., Bolton. 


SOUTH COAST DIVISION. 


Beach, L. H., Portsmouth. 
Bennett, Miss Kk. R., Portsmouth. 
Bradford, Miss W. N., Brighton. 
Campbell, Miss, Brighton. 
Child, Miss D. A. H., Brighton. 
Clarke, Miss H., Brighton. 
Cooper, F. J., Portsmouth. 
Cottington, Miss J. L., Brighton. 
Coxon, Miss D., Winchester. 
Dean, Miss G., Worthing. 
Dymott, W. R., Southampton. 
Farnley, Miss E., Portsmouth. 
Farnol, Miss E. J., Hove. 

Fox, Miss W., Worthing. 
Gardiner, D., Eastbourne. 
Gerard, Miss E., Worthing. 
Haben, Miss E., Brighton. 
Hamblyn, A. M., Eastbourne. 
Harman, Miss D., Brighton. 
Hartnup, Miss K. A., Eastbourne. 
Hutt, J., M.A., Portsmouth. 
Ivey, Miss O. N., Brighton. 
Johnson, Miss W. M., Brighton. 
King, Miss W., Worthing. 


Law, W., Brighton. 

Male, E., Brighton. 

Mardall, Miss K., Brighton. 
Mitchell, J. B., Eastbourne. 
Moger, Miss C., Worthing. 
Morant, H., Southampton. 
Payne, Miss D. M., Portsmouth. 
Pepper, F. W. C., Winchester. 
Purdue, Miss E. M., Hove. 
Richards, F. A., Portsmouth. 
Saysell, Miss G., Portsmouth. 
Simpson, Miss E., Worthing. 
Sivell, Miss J. M. S., Portsmouth. 
Smith, Miss E. M., Eastbourne. 
Summerfield, J. V., Portsmouth. 
Talmey, Miss F. L., Hove. 
Watson, Miss M. C., Brighton. 
Webb, A., Brighton. 

Webb, Miss N., Brighton. 
Whittington, Miss A., Portsmouth. 
Wild, Miss E. F., Worthing. 
Woollett, Mrs. M., Portsmouth. 
Young, Miss E., Brighton. 


YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 


Allison, E., Hull. 

Barraclough, W. H., Bradford. 
Bateson, H., Leeds. 

Bentley, Miss W., Brighouse. 
Bone, Miss M. A., Rotherham. 





Bray, Miss, Leeds. 

Brewer, Miss E., Bradford. 
Brook, Miss I., Leeds. 
Brown, Miss H. Leeds. 
Bruce, Miss E., Huddersfield. 
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Bryant, S. M., York. 

Buckley, Miss D. V., Bradford. 
Burton, Miss E. M., Bradford. 
Butterfield, 7 A,, Bradford. 
Calan, Miss M , Leeds. 
Cheshire, Miss E., Leeds. 
Clayton, » elfen A., ‘Leeds. 
Cooper, Miss E., Leeds. 
Cranshaw, J., Sheffield. 
Dawson, Miss A., Bradford. 
Denison, Miss F. A., Bradford. 
Dennison, Miss L. A., Leeds. 
Denton, A., Bradford. 
Dobson, Miss D., Bradford. 
Doherty, R., York. 

Dyson, Miss E., Bradford. 
Fell, Miss I., Bradford. 
Fielding, Miss D. M., Bradford. 
Finney, A., York. 

Firth, A., Brighouse. 

Firth, S. A., Sheffield. 

Forrest, Miss L., Leeds. 

Fox, R. W., Bradford. 
Goulden, H., 17. og 
Green, Miss M., 
Greenwood, Miss A. M., Leeds. 
Greenwood, G. S., Bradford. 
Haigh, F., Halifax. 

Haigh, Miss I. M., Bradford. 
Hanson, Miss E. L., York. 
Hardy, Miss M.., Bradford. 
Heap, Miss M., Keighley. 
Hewland, W., Hull 
Hummerston, Miss M., Leeds. 
Isles, Miss E. M., Leeds. 
Jackson, G. P., Bradford. 
Jacob, Miss M., Leeds. 
Johnson, Miss K., Bradford. 
Judson, E., Bradford. 
Lawrance, Miss K., Leeds. 
Lister, Miss, Huddersfield. 
Maltby, H. J. M., Bradford. 





Marr, H. W., Sheffield. 
Marshall, Miss P. M., Bradford. 
Mather, Miss D. K., Ilkley. 
Miller, Miss E., Huddersfield. 
Millward, Miss E., Rotherham. 
Milner, Miss I., Bradford. 
Moore, H. W., Bradford. ° 
Nesbitt, Miss M., Bradford. 
Oates, Miss E., York. 
Orford, Miss E. I., Bradford. 
Parsons, R. W., Bradford. 
Pennington, Miss M., Bradford. 
Pitts, Miss D., Bradford. 
Proctor, W., Leeds. 
Rasmuss, J. R., Bradford. 
Rhodes, Miss A, Leeds. 
Riley, A., Bradford. 
Robertshaw, E., Bradford. 
Robertshaw, W., Bradford. 
Sagar, Miss A., Keighley. 
Sawyers, Miss M., ee 
Scarth, Miss D. A., Morley. 
Scott, Miss A., perk 
Seaton, Miss E., Harrogate. 
Selkirk, | es A., Bradford. 
Shute, Miss i, Leeds Institute. 
Leeds. 


, Leed 
Taylor, A., Sheffield. 
Taylor, Ww. Sheffield. 
Towler, Miss A., Bradford. 
Treliving, N., Leeds. 
Turnbull, Miss M., Leeds. 
Waggett, ’Miss E., Bradford. 
Walker, Miss E., Leeds. 
Walker, Miss M. V., Huddersfield. 
Wallis, Miss A., Leeds. 
Whitmell, Miss’ M., Keighley. 
Wilkinson, E., Bradford. 
Willey, Miss E. M., Bradford. 
Wragg, Miss E. E., "Sheffield. 


OFFICERS AND COUNCIL: REGISTER OF ATTENDANCES. 


Buiien, Mr. R. F 
Bussgy, Mr. F. T. ... 
Coopsr, Mr. R. 
Cross, Mr. H. 
Jones, Mr. G. P. 
Luxe, Mr. E. eae 
Muskett, Mr. W. T. 
PARKER, Mr. W. H. 


Co-opted on the “Education Committee.” 


Exey, Miss E. M. 


Summ oned to 22 


Attended ~ ‘pene 


” 2 Lhd ” 
” 22 ” 22 Lhd 
” 20 ” 16 th] 
” 22 ” 22 ” 
” 20 » IW 
” 14 ” 10 ” 
” 22 ” 13 ” 
” 20 ” 8 ” 
” 20 %? 20 ” 
” 22 ” 16 ” 
” 20 ” 14 ” 
” 22 ” 13 ” 

20 » 20 


% 10 6 
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MORE INNOCENTS ABROAD. 
By a MEMBER OF THE A.A.L. 
(Continued from page 97). 


The Public Library of Rotterdam is perhaps the last word in 
architectural magnificence. 1 forget how many hundreds of 
thousands of florins it has cost, but there is something to show 
for the expenditure. Marble of various colours enters very largely 
into the internal construction and the wood and metal work are 
of equal value. Floors of rubber, in coloured design, are silent 
and comfortable to tread. Even the radiators are disguised behind 
elaborate gilt and bronze trellis and constitute a real mural decora- 
tion. Fortunate, indeed, is the library assistant who works in such 
an environment. On the ground floor is the Lending Department, 
the general reading rooms and the Juvenile Lending Department. 
The former is separated only by a low counter from the main hall, 
which leads from the entrance steps to the staircase. This hall 
is furnished on one side with luxurious stuffed leather seats, a 
great temptation to the tired and weary! Upstairs are the Refer- 
ence Library, a reading room for technical and similar periodicals, 
and other apartments, not forgetting to mention a splendid canteen 
for the staff. The Periodical rack presents some novel features, 
the shelves being adjustable. The writing tables in the Reference 
Library are provided with plated pen-trays and revolving ink-wells, 
the desk-slope being covered by a thick sheet of plate-glass. In 
use this is perhaps disadvantageous; for the smooth surface and 
the absence of a ledge must result in books and papers frequently 
slipping off. 

But we are nearing the end of the chapter: soon we must 
say ‘‘ farewell ’’ to our Dutch friends, and ‘“‘ finis ’’ to our Dutch 
adventures. 

The last dinner was held at the Club-house of the Royal Navy 
Society (De Maas) and was the largest gathering of its kind that 
we had, our colleagues mustering in force and bringing our 
numbers to about 60. Permission to use this dining hall was a 
very special favour, and was obtained through the influence of the 
British Consul at Rotterdam. The meal was concluded with 
speeches, from the President of the Dutch Association, Dr. ter 
Meulen, Mr. Jast, Mr. Rhys Phillips and Mr. Sayers. In his 
capacity as Hon. Organiser, Mr. Sayers referred to the work of 
Mr. H. A. Sharp, the Hon. Treasurer in England, who had 
practically carried out every detail for the excursion. Votes 
of thanks were passed, and soon the party began to split up. 
Some of us were remaining in Holland to enjoy a more extended 
holiday; the rest of us, accompanied by the Dutch friends who 
have been our special particular guides and philosophers for the 
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period, made our way back to the Rotterdam Library, where we 
had deposited our baggage. A walk to the station and we were 
really ‘“‘ homeward bound.’’ Everyone felt subdued: it was not 
like parting with acquaintances of a few days’ standing: it was 
like leaving old friends behind us. No one could possibly have 
been kinder and more considerate than the members of the Com- 
mittee of the Dutch Library Association who shouldered the 
responsibility of giving their English confreres a wonderful holiday. 

There remains but little more to say. The Hook was reached 
at 11 p.m., and we at once took possession of our cabins on the 
** Archangel.’’ 

Soon after 6 a.m. we were landed at Harwich. Here pass- 
ports had to be exhibited for the last time, and a somewhat strict 
examination of bags by the Customs Officer to be endured. Quite 
a number of boxes of cigars passed through for ‘‘ personal use,”’ 
although I believe one lady found the plea of no service. Our 
train for London started at 7 o’clock, and afforded us a last oppor- 
tunity of enjoying a meal together. Breakfast was partaken and 
an hour quickly passed by. At 8.38 we were once again on the 
platform at Liverpool Street; farewells and greetings were 
exchanged, and within a few minutes the London crowd had 
swallowed up the members of our ‘‘ Easter Excursion.’’ 


THE DIVISIONS, 
Miptanp Division. 


On April 23rd last, the Division held a fancy dress dance and social, at 
which about 120 members and friends were present, at Queen’s College, 
Birmingham. The dance music was provided by the Trés Bon Orchestra, 
under the direction of Mr. Walter Hunt, Mr. F. J. Patrick again acting as 
M.C. 

Among the crowd of dancers were to be seen Don Juan—or was he really 
Sir Walter Raleigh, a young lady from Hawaii, the inevitable Sheik of Araby, 
a damsel who had apparently just stepped out of the Garden of Karma, 
Pierrette, and any number of Indians, Japanese, and gypsy maidens of all 
nationalities. An intriguing figure was a handsome young middy who as a 
dancer was equally proficient as a lady or a gentleman. 

During the evening pianoforte soli were contributed by Miss O. E. 
Griffiths, of whom we hope to hear great things later, and humorous songs 
by Mr. C. Lindsay in his own inimitable style, while Miss M. Fay delighted 
everyone with her dramatic recitals. 

The prize for the best fancy costume was handed by the Chief Librarian, 
Walter Powell, Esq., to Miss Vennuls, who was charmingly dressed to 
represent ‘‘ The Dawn of the East.’ 

It has been suggested that the next dance to be held shall be styled a 
** Flannel Dance.” 

The 32nd Ramble of the Division was held on May 4th, under the 
leadership of Miss E. Weston. The party went to Rednal, thence by Cofton 
Hill, Pinfields Wood, Dalescross, Apes Dale and Burcot to Bromsgrove, the 
return to Rednal being through Blackwell and Barnet Green. 

Arrangements are being made for a 2nd Midnight Ramble to be held at 
Whitsuntide. 

A. R. W. 
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NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION. 


The last meeting of the Session was held at Southport, on Wednesday, 
April 9th, when 60 members and friends attended, representing libraries at 
Accrington, Bebington, Birkenhead, Bolton, Bootle, Blackburn, Crewe, Liver- 
pool, Manchester, Oldham, Waterloo, etc. 


During the afternoon, members were conducted through the Library by 
Mr. F. H. Mills (Chief Librarian): the reorganisation and rebuilding of the 
library being commented upon very favourably. Afterwards, on the invitation 
of the Mayor (Mr. Alderman Aveling, J.P.), tea was partaken of at Woodhead’s 
Cafe, the Deputy Mayor (Mr. Councillor Nottall) presiding. A cordial vote 
of thanks to the Mayor was passed on the proposition of Mr. R. Cochran 
(Liverpool), seconded by Miss M. Smith (National Library for the Blind, 
Manchester). The meeting was subsequently held in the Council Chamber. 
The Mayor welcomed the visitors, and said that they (the visitors) were engaged 
in an occupation which was educational in character; and strongly advocated 
the establishment of lectures dealing with the books in the Library. The chair 
was then taken by Mr. Councillor Kennedy (Chairman, Library and Art 
Gallery, Southport), who apologised for the absence of Mr. G. T. Shaw (Chief 
Librarian, Liverpool), who was to have read a paper on ‘“‘ Public Library 
work: past, present, and future,’’ but who was prevented from being present 
by illness. The first paper was given by Miss Marion Smith on ‘‘ The 
National Library for the Blind and its work.’’ Miss Smith said that the 
National Library was founded in 1882, and had developed from the contents 
of one room to a Library of 92,000 Braille and Moon type volumes, and 
12,000 pieces of music: housed in the Head Office, 18, Tufton Street, London, 
and the Northern Branch, 5, St. John Street, Manchester: both buildings 
being gifts of the Carnegie Trust. Most of the books were dispatched by post 
or hamper ; only in the case of local people was there any counter work. There 
were over 8,000 readers, of whom 1,180 were supplied by the Northern Branch. 
In addition, large consignments were sent to Schools, Societies, and Institu- 
tions for the Blind, and to Public Libraries. Before the books were issued, 
however, they had to be made: they had nearly 500 voluntary workers, who 
transcribed printed books into Braille for the use of readers. When a book 
had been transcribed, it supplied paid work for blind writers to make extra 
copies. Before binding, the Braille sheets were brushed over with a solution 
of shellac and spirits to preserve and harden the dots. An average novel cost 
nearly £2 to produce. In addition there were stereotyped Braille books. 

The Income was derived from voluntary contributions, many of the Blind 
Persons Act Committees also contributed. Funds were also raised by Whist 
Drives and Concerts, and at drawing room meetings at which a representative 
of the Library described the work and gave demonstrations. Public Libraries 
and Institutions who drew consignments of books also gave a nominal sub- 
scription. 


The second paper was given by Mr. Harold Hamer (Bolton) on the ‘‘Report 
of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust on the Public Library systems of Great 
Britain.’’ Mr. Hamer said it was not his intention to deal with the various 
statistical tables in the Report, but with the preliminary information and 
observations of the Trustees which foreshadowed certain developments in 
Public Library work. The Report showed that, although most of our cities 
and large towns had efficient and up-to-date libraries, the condition of many 
of the smaller Borough and Parish libraries was deplorable. The Carnegie 
Trust advocated a co-ordination. of library service in each county, supplemented 
nationally by the Central Library for Students. In effect, to make the library 
movement of national, instead of parochial, use. Mr. Hamer argued that 
financial considerations would prevent absolute co-ordination between the 
Borough and County Libraries until a State-aided and State-governed library 
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service was brought into being, with a fair financial basis. Another item of 
importance was the provision of newspaper rooms, and to some extent the 
Report implied they were a necessary evil. Over 36 per cent. of the Libraries 
in Great Britain and Ireland spent more money on newspapers and periodicals 
than on books; nearly 65 per cent. spent more than ‘:alf as much. The Public 
Library service should not be curtailed by the provision of newspapers and 
periodicals. The second part of the Report dealt with the external relations 
of Public Libraries; the exchanging of books between municipal and private 
libraries ; and the value of working arrangements between college and technical 
libraries and the Public Library. The relationship of Public Libraries with 
local Education Committees and societies was dealt with; also the question of 
providing lectures. 

After a brief discussion the Chairman observed that recreation formed a 
very important part in public library work. There was, he confessed, nothing 
he enjoyed more than a good novel ; but he thought that the main business of a 
public library was to make provision for the better type, and the better type 
was the student. In this respect he emphasised the important part played by 
library assistants. He was not sure that it would not be a good thing for a 
library assistant to be under the Education Committee. He thought, for one 
thing, they would be better paid. With regard to newsrooms, he did not 
think they could be dispensed with. 

In closing, Mr. Geoffrey Axon moved a very hearty vote of thanks to the 
Chairman, Councillor Miss Rimmer, the readers of the Papers, to Mr. Mills 
and his staff: this was seconded by Mr. Fostall and cordially carried. 





Soutu Coast Division. 


Members from Portsmouth, Worthing, Hove and Brighton attended the 
Spring Meeting of the Division held at Eastbourne on Friday, April 25th. 
Tea was served in the Committee Room, where members enjoyed the kind 
hospitality of Mr. J. Hardcastle, Chief Librarian, Eastbourne. The company 
at tea included both the Chairman of the Eastbourne Libraries’ Committee, 
Alderman J. Easter, and the Vice-Chairman, Mr. F. Phillips. 

Mr. Hardcastle presided over the evening meeting when short pro. and 
con. papers were read on the following subjects :— 


** Does a public library need to advertise ? ” 
Pro., Mr. Hamblyn, Eastbourne. 
Con., Miss Hartnup and Mr. Greaves, Eastbourne. 
** Is the Juvenile library over-exploited ? °’ 
Pro., Miss Campbell, Brighton. 
Con., Miss Young, Brighton. 
** Do cinemas help the reading habit ? ”’ 
Pro., Miss Fox, Worthing. 
Con., Miss Dean, Worthing. 
Most interesting discussions followed the reading of these papers, those 


taking part including Mr. Hardcastle, Mr. J. Hutt, M.A., Chief Librarian, 
Portsmouth, Miss Gerard, Miss Purdue, Messrs. Hamblyn, Richards and Male. 


Hearty votes of thanks to the writers of the papers, to Mr. Hardcastle, for 
taking the chair and kind hospitality, and to the Eastbourne Staff, brought to 
a close a very successful and most enjoyable meeting. 


The Annual Meeting of the Division will take place at Portsmouth, on 
Wednesday, June 25th, further particulars of which will be announced later. 


Grace L. Dean, Hon. Secretary. 








